Unit 3 Middle and South America Questions!
Name________________________ Date____

Read chapters 17 and 18 and answer the following questions and identify the following terms!
Define and know…
Chapter 10 Mexico

1. Which country in this area has? 

a. Highest literacy rate?

b. Per capita GDP?

c. Infant mortality rate?

d. Daily caloric intake per person?

2. Where are the sinkholes?  Why do they exist here?

3. What explains Mexico’s climates?

a.

b.

c.

4. Mexico has many ______________________ but not many _____________________. (page223)  How does this affect them?

5. Why are the western sides of Mexico’s mountains drier than the eastern sides?

6. What is Mexico’s most valuable resource?

7. What effect did the conquistadors have in Mexico’s history?  Where were they from?

8. How did the Spanish organize their land?  What did they call them?

9. What effect did the Roman Catholic church have in Mexico?  How do we see it today?

10. Describe the push for independence in Mexico.  What happened?

11. What effect has NAFTA had in Mexico?  Why?
12. Fill in the chart with the areas of Mexico (p. 229-232)

	Area
	Description
	Economic Activity

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Chapter 11 Central America and the Caribbean
13. How is the Caribbean divided?

14. Describe the land in this area.

15. What are mangrove trees?  Why are they important?

16. What effect does tourism have in this area?  Why?

17. How can you see history in the mulattoes who live in Central America?

18. Who were the “indigenous” people?  What did they do for a living when the Spanish arrived?

19. Describe the impact the Spanish had when they arrived in Central America.

20. What are 5 commercial crops important to the economy in this area?

21. Which is the least developed country in Central America?  Why? Which is the most developed?  Why?

22. Describe the ethnic makeup of the people in the following areas:

	Country
	Ethnic Makeup

	Belize
	

	El Salvador
	

	Guatemala
	

	Honduras
	

	Nicaragua
	

	Panama
	

	Costa Rica
	


23. Why is this area referred to as the West Indies?

24. What European groups settled in the Caribbean?  What wealth did they get from this area?

25. How did Caribbean islands get their independence?  Give examples.

26. What is a commonwealth?  Which is one attached to the US?

27. Describe the ethnic groups in the Caribbean.  Give examples.

28. Describe the languages in this area.  Give examples.

29. What is “voodoo?”  Where would you find it?  Why?

30. What is “Santeria?”  Where would you find it?  Why?

31. Why is tourism important in this area?

32. How and why has the collapse of the Soviet Union affected the economy of Cuba?  What is the US relationship with Cuba?

Chapter 12 South America

33. What the Altiplano?  Where is it?

34. Define/describe the following

a. Llanos

b. Gran Chaco

c. Pampas

d. Tepuis

e. El Nino

f. Tar sands

g. Latifundia

h. Manioc

i. minifundia

35. What are South America’s three largest rivers, and what areas do they drain?

36. What did the Inca leave behind to show their culture?

37. What is a valuable resource found in the Colombian Andes?

38. Describe the Columbian Exchange.  What impact did it have?

39. Describe a buffer state and give an example. 

40. What is a coup?  Give an example from this area.

41. Why is there such a difference in the languages spoken in South America?

42. What is the basis for much poverty and unrest in South America?

43. What is happening in the Amazon in terms of development?  Will this have positive or negative effect?

44. Describe what “Mercosur” is.

45. What are some of the challenges for South America?

