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· Exclusive corporate funding provided by: Liberty Mutual
· Major funding by: Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
The Panama Canal was built by the United States but is located in Latin America.  Click on the link below, watch the video, and answer the questions that follow on this page.
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/films/panama/player/
Answer the following questions from the video:
1.How long is the Panama Canal? 
2. What country tried to build the Panama canal first? 
3. How many people died during the French attempt to build the Panama Canal? 
4. Who was the American President that wanted the Panama Canal built? 
5. Panama was a province of what South American country? 
6. What year did the Americans start building the Panama Canal? 
7. What is the name of the type of canal that was built in Panama? 
8. How were the two types of laborers paid?

9. What were the advantages of the Panama Canal for the United States?

10. What were the disadvantages of the Panama Canal for the United States?

11. Did the Panama Canal help world trade?  If so, in what way?  If not, why not?
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New York World

Coup d'Etat, 1903
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The Washington Post

The President in Panama

12. How is Teddy Roosevelt portrayed in each of these cartoons? Which depiction is the most favorable? The most negative? Point to specific symbols and details in each image to support your answer.

13. What comment is each cartoonist making about Roosevelt's involvement in the Panama Canal project?

14. How is Panama portrayed in the Coup d'Etat cartoon? Does this cartoonist appear to support or oppose the "Roosevelt Doctrine"? Explain.

15. What images of America and its role in global affairs are presented in these cartoons? Is there a variety of viewpoints about America as a global power or a consistent point of view among the cartoonists? Discuss.

On August 15th, 1914, the Panama Canal opened, connecting the world’s two largest oceans and signaling America’s emergence as a global superpower. American ingenuity and innovation had succeeded where, just a few years earlier, the French had failed disastrously. But the U.S. paid a price for victory.











